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IMI Fellowship Regulations

Applications for Fellowship of the Institute of Medical Illustrators will be accepted from   
Professional Members of the Institute, whose subscriptions are paid up to date and who have 
a minimum professional experience of five years following qualification.

There are two routes to Fellowship of the Institute:

1. Fellowship by dissertation. 
Professional Members of the Institute wishing to apply via a dissertation for Fellowship 
should contact the Chief Assessor (Fellowship) for the entry forms and conditions. 
Normally this will require an abstract to be agreed in advance and a dissertation – two 
copies, one bound – comprising between 7,500 and 20,000 words, to be submitted for 
consideration by the Fellowship Board and selected expert assessors. 
Potential applicants who have successfully completed a higher degree or doctorate in 
medical illustration may consider submitting that work and this should initially be discussed 
with the Chief Assessor (Fellowship). Contact details are shown on the last page.

2. Fellowship by Assessment 
This route gives Members of the Institute the opportunity to apply for Fellowship by citing 
their range of professional achievements, experience, publications, awards and other 
information demonstrating excellence and/or advanced practice.  Applications should be 
made using the form included as part of this document.  

The Fellowship Board shall consist of the Chief Assessor (Fellowship) and a minimum of three 
Fellows or Emeritus Members of the Institute. The Fellowship Board will normally meet once 
annually in order to consider all Fellowship applications but may also be convened at other 
times if required.

Applications for Fellowship by either route must normally be submitted by 31st January each 
year (though it may be possible to arrange a different date). The Fellowship Board will then 
assess these during the following weeks and confirm their decisions at a Board meeting, 
so that recommendations for Fellowship may be made to IMI’s Council meeting in May. The 
Chief Assessor (Fellowship) will ensure that all applicants are aware of the Fellowship Board 
meeting date and will inform both successful and unsuccessful candidates of the result of their 
application within two weeks of the Board’s meeting. 

The fee for all applications is £100.00 and this must be submitted at the time of application. 
This fee is non-refundable. The fee should be payable by bank transfer and details will be 
given to an applicant on request, normally at the time of submission.

Candidates may also be required to attend the Fellowship Board meeting at his or her 
own expense. Applicants would only be required to attend if, having seen the candidate’s 
application, the majority of Board members feel that such attendance is necessary to help 
them reach a decision.

For Fellowship by dissertation, please complete the form on the next page, print it and send 
with both copies of the dissertation to the Chief Assessor (Fellowship) at the address shown 
on page 5.

Applications for Fellowship by assessment should be in electronic form. Fill in the fields on the 
form overleaf and include all the supporting evidence as PDF files or Word documents. Please 
ensure that you include all the evidence necessary for the application to be assessed fully.
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Institute of Medical Illustrators

Application for Fellowship

Full name

Correspondence address

Telephone

E-mail

Work address (if different)

Position held

Period of time in this 
and previous position(s)

I hereby apply for Fellowship grade Membership of the Institute of Medical Illustrators.

I enclose the following* in support of my application:

I confirm that I am a Member of the Institute of Medical Illustrators, that my subscription is 
paid up to date and that I have a minimum of five years’ qualified experience.

I enclose my cheque for £100 made payable to ‘IMI’. 
I understand that I may be required to attend the Fellowship Board meeting at my own 
expense.

Signed       Date 

* A brief description of accompanying material. See additional notes overleaf. 
This form may also be reproduced in a word processor and must include all the details 
shown above.

All applicants should read the Notes and Guidelines overleaf before completing this form.
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Notes for Fellowship by Assessment applicants

The Fellowship of IMI is given in recognition of excellence in medical illustration. The definition 
of a Fellow is an ‘advanced practitioner’ and one who upholds and advances the principles 
and professional conduct of the Institute. The emphasis is on professional skill, experience 
and expertise rather than involvement in IMI’s own activities and/or administration.

It is therefore essential that applicants provide sufficient evidence of their professional 
achievements for the Board to make an informed assessment. Such evidence should be built 
into a comprehensive curriculum vitae, detailing professional development and experience. 

The following may be used as a template, the headings giving an indication of the type of 
information and evidence expected. The Board will look for academic and/or vocational 
qualifications, evidence of professional development and activities in the form of displays 
of work in relevant exhibitions, awards received, presentations given and peer-reviewed 
publications. Reprints or photocopies to substantiate the evidence must be provided by the 
candidate. These should be scanned or otherwise digitised and included in the final PDF-
format document submitted.

Personal details

Name, address, contact details.

Education

Secondary/Further/Higher education, with dates and details.

Further qualifications

This would include professional/vocational qualifications such as first or higher degrees or 
diplomas.

Employment history

Give full details of your professional employment and placements, with dates. You may wish to 
give some detail to support the way in which your work has developed in different employment 
situations or institutions.

The Board would also expect a detailed description of your current role(s) and responsibilities 
within your work, with any special interests or involvements and how you have achieved that 
level of excellence and expertise for which they will be looking.

Professional activities and awards

This and the following two sections will form the major part of your Fellowship evidence. Give 
details of your activities within the profession (not just within IMI) which demonstrate your 
advanced level of expertise or show your excellence in your work. Detail any extended training 
or teaching and any professional awards received. Give details of presentations at regional or 
local meetings or conferences.

Publications

Give full references for all publications. Reprints must be attached in support.

Further evidence

It is impossible to take into account the possible range of expertise of potential Fellowship 
applicants. If there is evidence which is not covered by the six headings above, make sure that 
it is detailed and presented and that supporting material is submitted wherever possible.
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Direct correspondence to IMI Council should be addressed to 
The Honorary Secretary: secretary@imi.org.uk

Guidelines on Board assessment of evidence

The Fellowship Board will look for quality and evidence of excellence and/or advanced 
practice in the whole of the application.

Published papers which have been refereed and which show original work and ideas will carry 
more weight than review-style articles. Where the applicant is a co-author of a publication or a 
presentation, it should be made clear what his/her contribution has been to the finished work.

Where awards and Distinctions have been given it should be clear on what basis these were 
given.

All evidence submitted should be unambiguous. Entries in a CV, such as ‘Numerous exhibits in 
various locations’ gives the assessors very little to go on, whereas ‘Winner of the First Award, 
xxxx exhibition’ or ‘Recipient of two Highly Commended awards in the IMI Awards, 2012 and 
2014’ is far more specific.

Where a candidate’s application is not successful, the Board will give honest and constructive 
comments as to how a future application might be improved.

The form on the previous page and the submission itself, all in PDF format with all the 
supporting documentation should be sent to the Chief Assessor.

Mr Simon Brown MSc FIMI FBCA 
IMI Chief Assessor (Fellowship) 
E-mail  info@sharpenyourimage.co.uk
Telephone 01386 765503

The submission date is 31st January each year unless otherwise advised by the Chief 
Assessor or by the IMI Honorary Secretary.

Applications for Fellowship by Dissertation should comprise two copies of the finished work, 
one of which should be hard bound. These should be sent by recorded or registered post to:

Mr Simon Brown MSc FIMI FBCA 
IMI Chief Assessor (Fellowship) 
4 Simon De Montfort Drive
Evesham
Worcs. WR11 4NR
United Kingdom

Telephone 01386 765503 
E-mail  info@sharpenyourimage.co.uk
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